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MICHIGAN MAIN STREET DESIGN SERVICES

DESIGN SERVICES PACKAGE DESCRIPTION

State Historic Preservation Office

Michigan Historical Center

Michigan Department of History, Arts and Libraries

702 W. Kalamazoo Street

Lansing, MI  48909-8240

Michigan Main Street (MMS) communities, in the first five years of the program, receive design training and consultation services by the State Historic Preservation Office to help maintain and enhance the communities’ historic integrity.  Each MMS community will receive individualized design assistance for façade improvements of downtown buildings as part of the Michigan Main Street Design Services.  Up to three services will be provided per year for five years.  

Applications for Design Services are available from the Main Street Manager and are selected by the local Design Committee.  Each applicant is required to attend a Design 101 Workshop in the local community before applying.  Contact the Main Street Manager for the next workshop schedule.  

The selected applicants from each MMS community will receive the following:  

Site Visit.  The Main Street Architect will meet with the selected applicants from each community to discuss each façade improvement project.  The meeting will be scheduled for two hours with the applicant and with the Main Street Manager and Design Committee Chair (or representative) as necessary.  The meeting will include a tour of the entire building and a consultation with the applicant to determine the scope of work and proposed budget for a façade improvement. 

Design Package.  The Main Street Architect will take the information from the site visit and complete the design.  The complete design services package will comply with The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and include the following:

· Schematic façade drawing.  This will be a computer-generated color rendering of the proposed façade improvements.  The drawing will include a color photograph of the existing conditions, and a historic photograph of the building, if available.  The drawing will also include any pertinent detail sketches, paint chips, color swatches, notations, etc.

· Specifications.  The drawing will be accompanied by written specifications detailing the proposed work, products, etc. 

· Cost Estimate.  An itemized cost estimate shall be included to provide guidance on the cost of the proposed façade improvements. 

· Cover letter.  The completed design package will be presented to the applicant with a cover letter explaining the proposal.  

· Follow-up.  The Main Street Architect will be available by telephone or email to answer any questions regarding the project from the applicant or the program manager. 
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